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Welcome to our celebration of the Fourth Sunday in Advent. Because today is December 24, we 

will be observing Christmas Eve this evening. But, for the morning, we are closing out the 

season of Advent to transition in an orderly way to our Christmas celebration. 

This morning’s appointed psalm could have been either Psalm 89 or Mary’s Song, known as The 

Magnificat. I like the idea of using Mary’s Song for at least three reasons: its beautiful message, 

the insertion of a biblical song other than a psalm as a psalmody, and finally because Mary is a 

key player in our story—and her “chosen-ness” and obedience to this call from God are things to 

be celebrated and imitated. 

The only frustration I have with all of this is that the words of the appointed Gospel reading 

immediately precede Mary’s Song; so to place Mary’s response to the angel Gabriel in the 

service before we hear the account of Gabriel’s visit (also called The Annunciation) feels like 

putting the cart before the horse. For this morning, I chose to solve the dilemma by using the 

music of “The Annunciation” and “The Magnificat” from Holden Evening Prayer, which I 

believe are a beautiful rendering of the text. 

Traditionally Lutherans did not want to make too much of Mary, primarily because Mary has a 

significant place in Roman Catholic piety. Many Lutherans defined themselves as not Catholic; 

so it’s not shocking that many assume that Luther would want little to do with her. It’s just not 

true. 

Mary actually fits well into Luther’s theology precisely because God chose her, an ordinary 

human, to help carry out God’s plan of salvation.  Of this, writes David Lose: “Nobody would 

have expected this. Which is why Luther just loved Mary: because she stands for all of us, all of 

us who have no right to expect God’s attention and favor and yet are surprised to discover that 

God has chosen, elected, called, addressed, and honored each of us.” [David Lose, “In the Meantime” 

for 12/24/17.] 

Mary’s response (after being reassured by the visitor) is to be honored. She knows she is an 

ordinary person—one out of so many ordinary people. She ponders God’s choice, but quickly 

moves to celebration that God can use even her as his vessel to pour out blessings on God’s 

people: “…my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of 

his servant.” 

Preacher Barbara Brown Taylor notes: “Mary wins her place in history not for her cleverness, 

nor for her beauty, nor even for her goodness. She becomes the most important woman in the 

world simply because she is willing to say yes to an angel’s strange proposal without a clue 

where it will lead her. Doing so, she becomes the prototype for all of us who are also invited to 

bear God into the world.” [Barbara Brown Taylor at Kirkridge Readings and Intentions (12/23/1990), quoted 

in Synthesis, Advent 4, Year B, 2017]. 

Frankly, what’s happening in this gospel is not at all different from what God does throughout 

the history of God’s people: to take the ordinary to do the extraordinary. As we were reminded in 

today’s reading from 2 Samuel, God chose to live among (and travel with) a nomadic people, 

rather than seeking out strongest armies and grandest buildings as a dwelling place. And God’s 

chosen people were hardly the most powerful on the world’s stage. 
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A poet from the last century, William Norman Ewer, once quipped: “How odd of God / to 

choose the Jews.” That wasn’t a bigoted remark but rather a pondering of how God works in 

people and places where we least expect to find him.  Thanks to some quick internet research, I 

was able to find some quaint replies to Ewer: “Not odd of God. / Goyim annoy ‘im,” attributed to 

Leo Rosten. Also: “But not so odd / As those who choose /A Jewish God / Yet spurn the Jews.” 

(Think about that for a moment!)  [Attributed either to Cecil Brown or Ogden Nash, according to Wikipedia.]   

The choices God makes certainly cause us to ponder what God’s amazing grace means, and how 

to gratefully and faithfully accept the multitude of surprises God showers on us. That means 

there will be more things to wonder about as the story unfolds: “Why a carpenter and his fiancé 

are chosen to bear and raise the One who is called Emmanuel” or “Why shepherds become the 

audience and vehicle for transmitting the good news of Jesus’ birth.” For that matter, why God 

would choose us and work wonders through us.  Stay with the story, and the mysteries keep 

coming. 

Frankly, there’s not much I can say that will make the story that unfolds through Advent and 

Christmas any more amazing that what we read in these pages of Scripture. Except that God 

often appears to be writing a script that seems all wrong, choosing a cast that seems ill-equipped 

and far from worthy for the role, and yes, at times, even seeming to order peoples’ lives in ways 

that seemingly putting the cart before the horse.   

As we ponder yet again how this amazing confluence of events and people has passed down to 

us and as we celebrate the God-with-us gift that is central to our lives of faith: like Mary, we will 

continue to be amazed, honored, humbled, and joyful that God chose us, too!   

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas!  Amen. 


